
In covenant with Cherokee Park United Church, St Paul, Okogyeamon (Herbert Perkins), is a United 

Church of Christ, authorized minister in word and sacrament for social justice advocacy and education. 

He serves in this ministry in covenant with ASDIC Metamorphosis for which he is executive director. 

 

Okogyeamon grew up in the lower-income community of Willowbrook-Compton-Watts, then a 

predominantly Latino-Black, poor, working class community. Immediately after high school graduation, 

he joined the Brothers of Holy Cross, serving others faithfully as a Brother (monk) for 13 years. After his 

education at Notre Dame University (BA Modern Languages) and teaching at a high school in California, 

he received and responded to a call to teach in a mission school in Bangladesh.  There, as “Brother 

Herbert,” he taught the poorest of the poor in the village of Bandura-Hashnabad, outside of the capital 

city, Dacca, Bangladesh for about six years. This ancient and culturally rich social environment allowed 

for critical questioning of givens of ethnic-racial identity and a context absent anti-black racism. Working 

in a culturally diverse, religiously plural context – among Muslim, Hindu, and Christian students, Brother 

Herbert (Okogyeamon) became well acquainted with Islam and Hinduism. This experience widened his 

perspectives and values far beyond the limitations of his Christian upbringing and parochial education. 

 

Okogyeamon’s cultural education expanded after leaving the Brothers of Holy Cross through college 

teaching and visiting North, West, and East Africa (Egypt, Ghana, and Kenya).  Okogyeamon received an 

Akan name in Accra, Ghana, in a naming ceremony, 1998. The name means, He who awakens a village in 

danger. 

 

In September 2012, at the Summit of Sages event, he received the personal recognition by being 

designated “Sage” by the University of Minnesota, Densford International Center for Nursing 

Leadership.  Other recognition includes: co-recipient, Facing Race Ambassador Award, The Saint Paul 

Foundation, April 2010. 2010 Touchstone Award for Inclusiveness, Duluth-Superior Area Community 

Foundation; honoree, Facing Race Ambassador Award, The Saint Paul Foundation, April 2008; and 

recipient of Certificate of Achievement in recognition for Outstanding Service to Students and Student 

Life at Hamline University, recognition from Division of Student Affairs, May 23, 2007. 

 

Okogyeamon received his graduate degrees from UCLA (MATESL), UC Santa Cruz (PhD), and United 

Seminary Twin Cities (MDiv).  Okogyeamon also studied at the Institute of Asian Studies, San Francisco 

(Indian Philosophy). 

 


